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—ccrrectly—that he had won not
because of his politics but be-
cause of his race,

Race has always split Lthe coun-
try: 300,000 Indians scaltered
mainly through the rural arcas,
200,000 ‘Afrlicamns clustering
mainly in. the townships, and
interlarding them about 100,000
polyglot. o

"‘:l' It began to déwn on everybody

The Indians voted fairly solidly
for the ascetic Left-wing Jagan.
The Africans voled cqually
I'solidly for Forbes Burnham, an
‘| extrovert African lawyer wel] to
the Right. . .

To DBritain’s intense surprise,
Jagan meant his Left-wing wor;ls.
He moved - against the foreign
sugar.companies—nhe lasted three
4 months. Then the British Govern-
ment moved in to quell the up-
voar, flung out Jagan and stayed
| until 1957, Jagan, saying exactly
the same things, won the 1957
-elections too,

—most fo_rcibly upon the Ameri-

"IN TIE House of Commons on
Tuesday, the Prime Minister faces

a more than usually leading ques-

- tion. Stan Newens, Labour MP,
for Ipping, will ask: ~ .

. " Will the Prime Minister make
a statement on his policy towards
ot efforls which are being made by.
- the .United States Central Intelli-
4. gence Agency and otheér Uniled
_‘ .. States intelligence organisations
o . io infiltrate and influence organ-
. isations which function in Brilish
administereg territories for pur.
poses of subversion of law and

* order?” o LT
As a booby trap, the guestion,

. lacks finesse, and “No ., , sir™
.~ is the most likely, albeit ambi
guous answer. But there is more,

, to it tan that,  Although Mr
© ~ Newens himself appears to know
nothing of the details, .he is in

- fact hinting at a substantial case.
This is the downfall of the

. Left-wing Jagan Government in,

, the colony of British Guiana (now
independent Guyana) in  1064.

.. Inquiries by Insight last .week
* made it clear that, this was

i

The only cause for a certain
amount of Parliamentary .unease
would seem to  be ‘that this
Government happened to be in

', a British colony...And the cover
which the CIA wused was g

1 union’  secretariat, ' the. Public’
¥ Services International.. !
iT  As coups go, it was not expene
. sive: over five years the CIA
" paid out something over £250,000.
" Tor: the colony, British Guiana,.

the result was about 170 dead, un-

told 'hundreds wounded, roughly
.+ £10 million-worth of damage to

¢ racial bitterness. o

- ;British Guina, perched on'the
north-cast* corner of

; America, was never one of

- Britain's happiest colonies, When,:

".in 1953 the first government was

- elected=—under an n: '
Cheddi:Jagan—he %ﬁm

-~ engineercd largely by the CLA, :
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short of an upheaval would ever
" unseat Jagan. The Indian birth-
| rate.was just higher. .
“The gulf. betwecen the Bl'l.tl‘S'h
, and American attitudes 10 politics
" becomes starkly apparent at this
1" point. In Whitehall they were
" 'vaguely thinking in terms of oppo-
i"sition “coalitions. In Washington'
. they were,thinking .in_terms of
upheavals...And there .was an
i jdeal-tool to hand—the Guyanese.
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PSI's main American affiliatp
union, the Federation of Statg,
County and Municipal Employces
Its bossYDr Arnold Zander had, h
told the PSI executive, " hee
shopping,” and had found a donoy.

The spoils were modest at firgt
—only "a_ couple of thousanfl
. pounds in' 1958, It was, the kin
donor had ‘- said, for Lati
America, . .The money . wernt
towards a PSI . "recruitin
“drive” in the northern countrics:
of Latin America by one Wllhg\
J.” Doherty, junr., a man Wwit
‘some previous acquaintance
the CITA, -, .« . .

The donor was presumably
pleased, because next year, 1954,
Zander was able to tell the PS|:
that his union was opening a full-
time Latin-American. section op: "
the P S I's behalf. The PSI was!

The PST's repx:e_sentati\}e, saifl’
Zander, would. "be Howarfl.
McCabe, McCabe, a stocky, bulle
nea (} d dDiEdl ¢

AlNF

but the P S1 liked him. ;When h
came to its meetings, he distri-:
buted cigarette lighters and
photographs of himself doling out.
{ood parcels to peasants, The' -
lighters and the parcels were both’ -
inscribed, ** with the compliments’
of the PSL” : ‘o
The full ludicrousness .of this
situation appears not to have,
dawned on the PSI. Zander's
“union had about 210,000 members:

__trade union moyement. C
- With 40,000 members cutting
. across all races and parties,-the
“Jocal' TUC was an admirable
ready-made opposition, Fortu-
i nately,, the "two dominating
“unions were already somewhat

-

7' union had been 'dealing with the
"- plantation' owners quite success-
« fully - without interference from
i, Jagan=and, anyway, though raci-
' ally mixed, the union supported
j Forbes Burnham's African party.
. The other power hase, the civil
I© gervants’s ‘union, “was anti-Jagan
primarily because: few of ‘its
_members were Indians. All that
- was:needed was organisation,
: The ~Publi¢ | Services Inter
““national had been in contact with
I, the Guyana Civil Service union
-~ since the early fifties, The P8 I's
¢ British., affiliate’ unions ‘include
" -the Electrical Trades Union, the
. Transportand General Union, 'and
!:% thei'Municipal - and General. It
0 was, ' despite that, one *of the
:weaker and less  prestigious’ of
", thevarious | international .- net.
' works Which ‘exist to export’ the
7, union- kndw-how of ’ advanced
“* {ndustrial * countiries ~ to, less
developed societies, = ', v
‘. By 1038 its-finances were low,’

<""anti-Jagan. The sugar ‘workers’

at that. time, and a monthly ind
come of about £600—barely,
enough to cover its own expenses;
:Yet everyone in the PSI knew - -
that the ‘Latin-American . opera< -
“tion.must be costing every penny’ - -
of £30,000 a year. . .- S
“We did not ask where the .-
money . came from,” said the -~ -
secretary of the P.SI; Paul '
Tolfarhn last week, * because. I = -
think we all knew.” - P
Jagan finally precipated his own . .
downfall-~seemingly working. on
the principle that if he did not
fix the Unions they would fix him.: .
.The catalyst was a Labour
Relations Bill, modelled largely:
on the American. Wagner Act. It
would have forced Guyanese cm-:
ployers t o -recognise ' whatever .
union the workers chose in a-:
secret ballot. The catch was that,,
since Jagan could organiseé the’
polling areas, the balloting was,
wide open to government gerry::
‘mandering., - s v -
--"The general  strike began in
April, 1963, Jagan seems to have '’
thought that the unions could: 1
hold out a month, It was an“ T
.expensive miscalculation, and by: N
the tenth week it was-Jagan, not;,
the unions, who was desperate, s
What Jagan had {forgoiten was

“iy.and-its stocks were low ‘with its™
““own , parent’ ‘body,. ‘the" Inter.”
-/:-national * Confederation: of "Free -
" Trade Unlons; It needed a'success

. of isomekindiit g oy

- Approved For Release : C

RS W Ll W potranes

the presence of a stocky, bullets
headed man-tirelessly bashing a -
typewriter .in the, downtown' .
Georgetown " hote] . that was. the® -~
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